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C harles McCrea Grayston died on September 8, 2022 at the

age of 94.

Born in Joplin, Missouri in 1928 to Charles McCord Grayston and Esther McCrea Grayston,

Charley had an abiding interest in radio which began when he was six years old and his father
gave him an Atwater-Kent. He went on to pursue an education and a career in electrical
engineering with the goal of working in radio broadcasting.

Upon graduation from Iowa State University in 1950, he immediately took the examination for a
first class radio telephone license and was quickly offered several jobs in radio stations in

southwestern Missouri. He began in Carthage, Monett and Joplin, Missouri. He then went to
Springfield, MO where he was chief engineer at KICK radio.

The lure of television took him back to Joplin. While working at KODE-TV Joplin, he and his wife

Joan reorganized a defunct Civil Air Patrol squadron where he served as communications officer
and pilot. While in Joplin, he was solicited by the RCA Service Company for a job at the Atlantic
Missile Range in Florida.

There he began inspecting communications stations throughout the missile range from Florida
to Trinidad. He eventually made the transition to the study of interference problems among

communications systems and the hazards of those systems to personnel; his work there brought
him to the attention of the Air Force (GEEIA) agency responsible for overseeing the installation of
radar and communications throughout the world.

He stayed with GEEIA for the next 6 years, transferring to the Marshall Space Flight Center in
Huntsville, Alabama, in 1965. During the first year in Huntsville, he was asked to join the

professional staff at the Electromagnetic Compatibility Analysis Center in Annapolis, Maryland.
He moved to Annapolis to work for ECAC/IITRI (ALION) for the remainder of his professional
career.
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In 1971 he became concerned about continued employment opportunities in the engineering
profession, and enrolled in the University of Baltimore School of Law. He completed his Juris

Doctor in 1976 and was admitted to the bar that year, and in 1983 made the transition from
engineering to Advisor to the Director of Administration.

In 1976 he began serving on Annapolis city boards and commissions; his longest period of service
was 26 years with the City of Annapolis Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. Enlisting in Boy
Scouts at age 12, he served in youth and adult positions for 20 years. There he made life-long

friends and learned many of life's skills.

An Amateur Extra Class radio operator, he enjoyed building electronic kits and designing his own.

Beginning in 2000 and nearly every year thereafter, he attended the largest amateur radio
convention in the world in Dayton, Ohio.

In 1963 he attended an Episcopal church service for the first time. He was immediately captured

by the Book of Common Prayer, its order of services, and its beautiful prayers. His favorite prayer
was the Prayer for Guidance. He was a member of St. Margaret's Episcopal Church where he
served as Chancellor, Vestryman, Senior Warden, and Diocesan Representative.

Charley was predeceased by his wife Joan after 52 years of marriage. He is survived by his
daughters Erica (Keith) Arnold and Alexis (Thomas) Roy, three granddaughters and one great-

grandson.

Funeral services for Charley will be held at St. Margaret's Episcopal Church, 1601 Pleasant Plains
Road, Annapolis on Friday, September 16, 2022 at 11 am. Interment at the church columbarium

will follow.

Obituary Charles M. Grayston
JAN  10, 19 2 8  -  SEP  8 , 2 0 2 2

PAGE 4 OF 9



Memorial Service

St. Margaret's Episcopal Church

1601 Pleasant Plains Road, Annapolis MD 21409

Cemetery Details

St. Margarets Cemetery

1601 Pleasant Plains Road, Annapolis MD 21409
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DF Doris Schriefer  Fordham  posted:

It was at St. Margaret's Church that my parents Bill and Laura Schriefer (both now deceased) and

my siblings Barbara and Harry met the Grayston family. Mr. Grayston was my last Sunday School

teacher before we were "graduated" to church--the whole service--, and communion, and

singing in the choir! I'm extremely appreciative for the legal assist he gave me after my husband

died. Mostly I'm grateful to have known this great man. Doris Fordham

September 24 at 12:15 PM

EB Elizabeth Benitz posted:

Charlie was my first and Best neighbor when i moved to Annapolis. Such kindness He We spent

many hours visiting, going to Wed. Episcopal church service, breakfast at Chick n Ruths,

Starbucks gatherings with Angel and the gang, & annual birthday celebrations. Nancy joined in

with us for Church shortly. I assisted Charlie in repairing the leak in his dream camper that He was

touring around the country days before He got post polio and became chair bound. Sold it to a

couple that did what He had planned. That brought happiness.Which He did for many others!

September 19 at 6:38 AM

DB

Erica  Arnold September 17 at 4:25 PM

Thank you Duncan. Your place was a family favorite, everyone who came to visit was

introduced to Grump’s!

Duncan Bradbury posted:

We’re sad to hear of Charley’s passing. We will miss his daily visits and his frequent counseling.

RIP.Duncan and Deena Bradbury

September 16 at 10:47 AM

FS From  The Grump's sent a Days of Sunshine Bouquet to the Grayston family.

September 16 at 3:49 AM
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GC Glenn Carr  lit a candle in honor of Charles.

September 14 at 5:00 AM

GC Glenn Carr  posted:

Mr. Grayson was such a fine man. I have known this since I was a youngster playing with Lisa

(Alexis). Animals loved him and under his gruff exterior he had a real soft spot for us little girls. He

could be very stern with us kids if we were too loud or sort of misbehaving. But when we did

something that made him smile or laugh, I know I felt as if we had personally pulled the sun out

from behind the clouds. RIP Dear Man. Lisa, the Carr Family (Ytta , Glenn, and Susanna) loves you.

September 14 at 4:59 AM

JD Jimmie&Llewellyn Rickerson & Doug Roy sent a Beautiful in Blue to the

Grayston family.

September 13 at 7:23 AM

ML

Erica  Arnold September 17 at 4:26 PM

Thank you Mary Ellen ❤️ He did leave his mark in this world!

Mary Ellen Largent posted:

Erica I enjoyed reading your Dad's obit. You can be so proud of all his accomplishments and all he

gave to society. A life well lived!Mary Ellen Largent

September 12 at 9:48 PM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Grayston family.

September 12 at 3:55 PM
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YL Your  Friends From  Country Home Assisted Living sent an Ocean Breeze

Spray to the Grayston family.

September 12 at 1:01 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Charles by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


